A Tribute to Valerie & Etan Mirwis

 Valerie and Etan Mirwis have done so much for the Jewish & General Community of Houston that the Jewish Herald voice has labeled them the Dynamic Duo who leaves an indelible imprint in Houston.   I wholeheartedly agree with this statement. Without Etan’s leadership the Fondren neighborhood would have been completely lost as a thriving  

Neighborhood, which hosts many Jewish institutions & residents. His championship of the Brays Oak Management District which he helped create and fund and lobby for as a quasi-government redevelopment entity has revitalized the Fondren-Southwest area.  But more than just having a physical vision of how to revitalize a neighborhood he and Valerie had a spiritual vision of how to revitalize the Jewish community of Houston especially the Orthodox community.  They both together worked so hard to help make this spiritual vision a reality.  

Right in the beginning of the Torah Portion B’haaloscho we read about the Menorah.The Menorah has always been the prime symbol of Judaism. The Jewish people are supposed to spread light in the world not by violence but by dispelling the darkness through the introduction of light. Science teaches us that light in order to be light has to have two qualities. It must constantly move and it must carry a message. Valerie & Etan symbolize this meaning of light. They’re constantly on the move trying to better things spiritually.  They also know  that Judaism teaches that to attain the highest forms of spirituality you have to go through the physical We don’t believe in suppressing the physical but in elevating it. How can you celebrate Shabbos if you have no food? How can you obtain spirituality if you have no Jewish schools, if have also no adult Jewish learning. The Mirwis”s  know this full well. Therefore they have besides their great charitable works have tried to provide decent reasonable housing both rentals & for sale to young couples. They know that the menorah had seven branches, three on one side and three on the other side, with a central branch. All the lights on either side were to be directed to the central shaft, which would then flame upward. The three lights on the right stood for spiritual things and the three on the left stood for material things. When they’re all fused together we have a great light, which allows to get close to each other & to Hashem.  

Rashi teaches us that there was a little stool right in front of the Menorah. Why should this be? The menorah was only 18 handbreaths about 5ft tall and according to some authorities even a little shorter. Aaron didn’t need the stool for himself. He needed it as symbol that when it comes to the light of the Torah we must make it accessible to our children. This Valerie has excelled in by teaching on all levels from preschool through high school, and by being on the Beren Academy Board of Education: And Etan too by his support of the Beren Academy The Sephardic Gan/Torat Emet and the girls High School. On all the these organizations he was either on the board, the President or just hard worker. He also didn’t neglect Adult education, whether when He was President of Young Israel or Torch.

There is one other quality of the Menorah, which was unique. Only pure olive oil, beaten for the light could be used. In order to accomplish anything life you have to bear criticism

Only the first drop of oil that was beaten out of the olive could be used for the Menorah. Leaders must lead and they have to let most criticism just roll off their back. Like Valerie said” I look at every situation and determine if it’s right….it’s not important what other people think”  Of course to lead you have to convince other people to follow. But Etan and Valerie know that if you stick to your guns and give of yourself, your time and your means other people will generally follow because their initial skepticism was based on the fact that they did not think your idea would work. When you show them it can work they almost always will go along.

We wish only the very best for Valerie, Etan and family. They left behind in Houston a blazing Menorah. We’re all eternally grateful to them. I know that in New Jersey they will be a blessing to the community they join.

May the holy On blessed be He continue to shower them with His Blessing and May He continue to give them the strength, good health, courage insight and means to continue to do mitzvahs.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

